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2018
Upcoming Events  

continued on page 2

Mercedes-Benz Club of America
Peachtree Section

Stars in Georgia

Feb. 17 – Delta Flight Museum  
– Lunch at the Varsity. See article 
in this issue.
March 3 – Fox Theater Tour – 
Lunch downtown –  See Article in 
this issue. 
March 9-11 – Amelia Island 
Concours – Plan to visit one 
of the South’s most prestigious 
Concours d’ Elegance.  See ar-
ticle in this issue.
April 7 – Motorcar Studio Event  
– Learn how to maintain the value 
of your vehicle should you decide 
at some point to sell it. See article 
in this issue.
April 20-22 – Charleston 
Weekend Joint Event with Caro-
lina Section  – Spend a weekend 
in historic Charleston SC  See ar-
ticle in this issue.
May 5 – Cross River Rally Tour  
Augusta to Aiken SC –  See Ar-
ticle in this issue.
June 9 – Member Appreciation 
Luncheon –  See Article in this 
issue.
MBCA Peachtree Section Spon-
sored Event

View Through The Star
by

Diana Quinn, President

appy New Year to my Mercedes-Benz family. Hope your holidays 
were safe and that you had some time to enjoy your family and to 

on 2017, I am grateful for my Mercedes-Benz and my personal family that 
was able to enjoy the holidays with us. I am hopeful and excited about the 
possibilities of what 2018 will bring.
If you didn’t get a chance to join us for our holiday luncheon at Canoe you 
missed a good time to meet with old friends or make new ones.   I want to 
thank Ernie Smallman for arranging the venue.  I want to thank all of you 
who contributed to the donation of toys for the Marines Toys for Tots.  We 
welcomed several new members to our family and we hope to see you at an 
event or two in 2018.
As promised we will be sending out a survey to all Peachtree members in 
February to help us to better understand what YOU our members would like 
to see from YOUR
it arrives in your inbox.   For those who do not have e-mail, a hardcopy survey 
will be mailed to your address of record.  
Check this newsletter and watch your e-mail for a host of activities planned 
for this year starting with an exclusive trip to the Cofer Car Collection, a 
visit to the Delta Flight Museum, a tour of the Fox Theatre, a trip to Amelia 
Island in March, a tour of Charleston, SC in April and our annual Membership 
Appreciation event in June!
2018 is the year for the National Mercedes-Benz Club of America Starfest® 
Event (May 14-21) that will be held in Birmingham, Alabama.  A host of 
activities including track driving, a tour of the Mercedes-Benz MBUSI factory, 
a Concours, seminars on technical topics and more will be happening.  For 
details see article in this issue of Stars in Georgia or to visit the website at:  
https://starfest2018.mbca.org .
If you plan on attending the Concours on Saturday, May 19th, and if you are 

judging.  You may contact me directly or the Starfest Chair and Director at 
Large, James Roberts at jertoothsaver@bellsouth.net.  Other volunteers are 
also needed for general activities such as parking etc.  

H
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View Through The Star continued from page 1

Welcome to the following new MBCA-Peachtree members:

Welcome
New Peachtree Section Members

by
Bob Best, Membership Director

Michael Barrett
Clay Bryant
Bob Burrus
Gregory Cheek
Sonya & Charlie Clark
Larry Covington
John Curtin
Patricia Davis
Jim Eaton
Carlton Emmert
Deborah Fox
Pamela Goodman

M any of these 'primary' members also bring new 
'associate' members with them. We closed out the

welcome you to the MBCA-Peachtree Section, “2015 Section 
of the Year.”  
To those on this list, I encourage you to make the most of your 
membership by participating.  Our scheduled events include 
driving, socializing and a variety of technical and restoration 

interests.   
As a member, you will be receiving our section newsletter 
“Stars in Georgia”, published 6 times a year.  Please take 
some time to visit our webpage www.mbcapeachtree.org 

calendar of scheduled events, contact information for our 

The best part of a Mercedes-Benz Club Membership are the 

Rian Locadia
Craig Mullins
Rodney Murrah
Jack Parham
Mike Partain
Edwin Pearlman
Michael Ring
William Roquemore
Alexis Szutz
Dave Thomason
Rodger Willoughby

1. The Star® Magazine - Your membership to the Mercedes-
Benz Club of America includes a subscription to our bi-
monthly magazine, The Star®.

2. Section Newsletter - Section newsletter is published six 
times a year.

3. Loyalty Rewards Program (U.S.) - If you've been a 
member of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America for 12 
consecutive months or longer without lapse and are a 

the purchase or lease price of any NEW Mercedes-Benz 
vehicle. 

4.  - Mercedes-Benz Club of America, 
may sell merchandise, goods and services through this 
website and in our award-winning magazine, The Star®. 

5. Club Trips to Germany

European vacation and VIP tours that places you at the 
heart of Mercedes-Benz rich history. 

6. 15% Discount on Parts from the Mercedes-Benz 
Classic Center

Irvine, California. 
7. Discounts on Parts, Service & Accessories at 

Participating Mercedes-Benz Dealers - As a Mercedes-
Benz Club of America member, the presentation of your 
membership card may entitle you to 5%, 10% or (up to) 

U.S. and Canadian Mercedes-Benz dealers.
8. Refer a Friend Program - Refer a friend to the Mercedes-

Benz Club of America and get one additional month of 
Club membership FREE, for every friend who joins.

9. Local, Regional & National Events - As a member of 
the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, you'll be able to 
attend a wide range of driving events and activities in your 

destinations across the U.S. and Canada
10.  - Up to twice a year, the Mercedes-Benz Club 

purchase tickets for a chance to win great prizes.
To those of you not on this new member list (ie. All the rest of 
us!), welcome these new members; look for them at upcoming 
events; and consider inviting a friend or neighbor to your next 
Club event.  
Any questions regarding your membership?  Call or text me 
404.406.8767.

We are not done with our planning for 2018 so watch for more 
to come in future issues of the Stars of Georgia.  If you have 
an idea for an event you don’t need to wait to communicate 
your idea, please contact Vice-President JoAnne Taylor at 
jstaylr@windstream.net or by phone at (706) 867-4832.  We 
will also be holding an Event Planners Workshop this year so 
if you would like to volunteer to host an event we will walk you 
through the details of how to organize an event and will provide 
a mentor to assist you.   
If you have an idea or would like to discuss anything 
about YOUR club, please feel free to reach out to me at
dianaquinn@me.com or by phone 770-635-8112 (home) or 
847-867-0620 (cell). 
Please honor us with your presence at a future event and 
join in on the celebration. As always, we only need one more 
member or event attendee and that is YOU!  See you there.
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MBCA Member Spotlight 
 Mike and Lori Leigh

1986 500SL AMG 
by

 Steve Chapman

or this issue, I had the pleasure of immersing myself 
in all things AMG with one of Peachtree Section's

newest members, Mike Leigh.  Mike and his wife Lori have re-
turned to the Atlanta area recently from living in the Ojai Val-
ley area of California for the past 13 years.  They just joined 
the Peachtree Section MBCA in 2017 and are excited to be 
part of the MBCA family.
Interestingly, Mike’s current stable of cars includes no less 
than 4 AMGs and has names for them all!  They include a 2005 
CLK55 AMG (Baby), 2006 E55 Wagon (Mo), 2006 SLK55 
(Smurf) and the car we are focusing on today, Mike and Lori’s 

purchased this beautiful R107 in California from the previous 
owner who was also an AMG collector.  Mike advised only a 
handful of 500SLs were built in 1986, and (according to MB 
North America) theirs is the only 1986 500SL AMG they know 
of in the US...making parts sourcing a challenge!  This was 
the year MB shifted to 560SL production and NADA doesn't 
list R107 500SLs after 1986.
Finished in beautiful Gold over Palomino, this example have 
the more aggressive AMG suspension (notice the stance), 

F

larger and wider wheels and tires.  This car is driven and ap-
preciated - to date, it has covered over 137,000 Miles!  Mike 
explained he relies on one of Peachtree’s advertisers, My 
Mercedes and Bimmer Place to have his cars serviced and 
repaired.
Mike has been a car enthusiast for many years and has had 
quite a number of very interesting cars in his collection in-
cluding all types of Mercedes and even Lotus.  Having grown 
up in the San Joaquin Valley area of California, Mike was 
introduced to the Mercedes-Benz brand through his parents, 
who owned several diesel-powered examples.  Please intro-
duce yourself to our new Peachtree members at an upcom-
ing event - welcome Mike and Lori!

Lori and Mike with "Dutchess"

http://www.austrianmotors.com/
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continued on page 6

Peachtree Section
Social Media 

Dave Richards, Social Media Director

ave you checked out the section's Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/Mercedes-Benz-Club-
of-America-Peachtree-Section-202204646462075/

recently?  Our Social Media Director, Dave Richards, is look-
ing for items to post on our page.  What exactly should we 
post?  Anything relative to Mercedes-Benz such as technical 
articles, post event pictures, information about the brand etc.   
So, if you come across something interesting or have pic-
tures from an event send the information and link to Dave at
daverichards000@gmail.com and he will get it up on our 
page.   

H

– NEXT EVENT –
Delta Flight Museum

 Saturday, Feb. 17, 2018 
by

Doug and Karen Geganto, Event Planners

oin us at the Delta Flight Museum on February 17th 
to visit and tour this piece of aviation and Atlanta  

history.  Bring your children or grand kids as there is no doubt 
that they too will enjoy the museum.
Delta Airlines, Atlanta’s home town airline has had its history 
on display since 1955 in the Delta Flight Museum when Delta 

-
plore aviation history, celebrate the story and people of Delta, 

exhibits and interactive programming for aviation enthusiasts 
of all ages.
Delta Flight Museum, 1060 Delta Blvd B-914, Atlanta, GA 

J

30354 is in the heart of Delta’s Atlanta headquarters. The 
68,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art attraction makes a per-
fect outing for family, friends, school groups and more.  The 
Museum is a one-of-a-kind venue within a mile of the world’s 
busiest airport. 

private tour attendees for $100.  The pro-rated cost for this 
private tour will be collected on the day of the event.  If you 
sign up for the private tour, please bring cash or your check 
book to cover the cost of the tour.  If you do not wish to par-
ticipate in the private tour you may tour the museum on your 
own.  
Register online at  or use the 
Peach Page registration form in this newsletter
History and Renovation
The Delta Flight Museum is in Delta's original 1940s-era air-
craft hangars in Atlanta. The hangars became the Delta Air 
Transport Heritage Museum and restoration facility for Del-

attraction was designated a Historic Aerospace Site.

kind experience. Features include:
 Interactive exhibits and rare artifacts
 Cutting-edge technology
 Unique event spaces
 An innovative focus on the future of aviation

At the Museum, guests can:
 Get an up-close look at historic aircraft dating back to the 
1920s

 Explore exhibits inside our historic Boeing 767, The Spirit 
of Delta

 Tour the 1st Boeing 747-400 produced and walk on the 
wing!

in the U.S.

We’ll meet at the Delta Museum welcome area at 10 AM to 
begin our guided tour.  Afterwards we’ll drive to downtown 
Atlanta to have lunch and experience another historic At-
lanta landmark, The Varsity.  ("What’ll ya have?”  "What’ll ya 

MBCA
Peachtree Section Survey

by
Daryl Williams

The newly elected MBCA Peachtree board of directors 
wants to know what the membership is thinking. It is 
your club, but we cannot hear what you do not say. 
To facilitate a way for the membership to be heard, a 
survey will be sent to the membership in February of 
2018. We will do our best to make it easy for you to 
provide feedback, as most questions will be multiple 
choices. There will be a couple of questions that are 
opened ended to allow you to express anything else 
you may wish to. Please plan to participate in this 

http://msreg.com/deltaflightmuseum
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7640 Roswell Road,  Atlanta, GA 30350     |     770-390-0700     |     www.RBMofAtlanta.com        

RBM of Atlanta - Atlanta’s Mercedes-Benz Connection since 1964!

Take 15% off your next repair or
parts  and accessories purchase

at RBM of Atlanta - Sandy Springs
Excludes specials, tires, and certain menu items.

Offer good thru 12/31/2017 on one service visit per member.  Discount 
available to Club Members only  & you must show Club ID at time of use.

http://www.rbmofatlanta.com/
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continued on page 7

Deltta Flight Museum continued from page 4

have?”)  where ya’ll can have a Heavy Weight, Ring One and 
a Frosty Orange or any combination of menu items.  To help 
ya’ll out in communicating at the counter; here’s the 25 term 
Varsity Lingo:

1. Hot Dog Hot dog with chili and mustard
2. Heavy Weight Hot dog with extra chili
3. Naked Dog Plain hot dog on a bun
4. MK Dog Naked dog with mustard and ketchup
5. Regular C Dog Hot dog with ketchup
6. Red Dog Naked dog with Ketchup
7. Yellow Dog Naked dog with mustard
8. Yankee Dog Plain dog with mustard
9. Walk a Dog Hot dog to go
10. Steak Hamburger with ketchup, mustard   
  and pickle
11. Chili Steak Hamburger with chili

  mato
13. Mary Brown Steak Hamburger with no bun
14. Naked Steak A plain hamburger
15. Varsity Orange The original formula
16. N.I. Orange Varsity Orange with no ice
17. F.O. Frosted Varsity Orange

19. P.C. Plain chocolate milk always served   
  with ice
20. N.I.P.C. Chocolate milk with no ice
21. All the Way With onions - Can be a hot dog, chili,  
  steak, etc
22. Bag of Rags Potato Chips
23. Sideways Onions on the side
24. Ring One Order of Onion Rings
25. Strings An order of French fries
Registration deadline: Feb 11th @ 11:59 p.m.

Fox Theater Tour & Lunch
Downtown

 Sat., March 3, 2018 
by

Doug and Karen Geganto, Event Planners

he Fox Theater is an Atlanta treasure. Wouldn't it be 
exciting to learn about the theater's history and to

have a behind the curtain tour of the Fox?
On March 3, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. we are organizing a group 
tour of the fabulous Fox Theater.  The cost for the tour is 
$15.00.  The Fox Theatre Tour is a 60-minute guided program 
that will showcase the must-see details of the Fox and its re-
markable history. Guests will tour over 10 locations through-
out the building – from the orchestra pit and Mighty Mo’, the 
largest working Moller theatre organ in the world to the Men’s 
Lounge featuring the original furniture chosen by the wife of 
movie-mogul William Fox.

T

Visitors will also learn the 
incredible story of how the 
citizens of Atlanta rose up to 
save the Fox from the wreck-
ing ball in 1974 when South-
ern Bell had bought the prop-
erty and planned to build its 
new headquarters on the site 
in downtown Atlanta 
After the tour we’ll take a 
short walk to a nearby res-
taurant for lunch.  Once we 

notify all registered partici-
pants with all the details.
Register for the event online msreg.com/Fox-theater-tour or 
by completing the Peach Page registration form in the news-
letter.
For questions, please contact Doug Geganto at 404-754-
9955 or at dgeganto@charter.net

Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance
March 9-11, 2018 

Island Concours d'Elegance held each March in the resort 
community of Amelia Island, Florida has been bucking that 
trend to a fair degree. Years past have seen plenty of un-
conventional machines assembled on the lawn, including a 

the 23rd annual show to be held in 2018, a class of custom 
cars created by aftermarket legend "Big Daddy" Ed Roth will 
be on display.
Of course, the timeless classics will also be displayed and 
judged.  Amelia Island is one of the country’s premier event 
that should not be missed.  This year’s event will be held 
March 8-11 at the beautiful Ritz Carlton resort and Golf 
Course.  For more details please visit the concours website 
at https://www.ameliaconcours.org .

W

Motorcar Studio Event
Prepping Your Car for Sale &
Understanding Car Brokerage
 Saturday, April 7, 2018 

by
Roger McKissick, Event Planner

n Saturday, April 7, Motorcar Studio will host a very inter-
esting event that deals with the eventual sale or transfer  

of your Mercedes-Benz. As mentioned in the October article 
regarding this event, you are not only the present owner of 
your prized M-B, but also a steward for a future owner. As 

O

http://msreg.com/Fox-theater-tour


-7-

Motorcar Studio Event continued from page 6

such, it is in the best interest of both parties that you properly 
care for it until ownership transfers at some point.
Chris Baucom and Nick Huston, co-owners of Motorcar Stu-
dio, will address two topics dealing with the eventual transfer 
of ownership: Prepping Your Car for sale, and Understand-
ing Car Brokerage. Their presentation and your questions are 
intended to include such subjects as what constitutes “nor-
mal wear and tear”, realistic assessment of your car’s market 
value, presale preparation, overview of the sale process, due 
diligence by the seller and the buyer, and understanding car 
brokerage for both the sale and purchase of desirable auto-
mobiles. Anyone that has previously undertaken these tasks 
knows all too well their inherent complications, including that 
very precious thing called time. Therefore, since all of us will 
have to go through these processes, it’s wise to consider the 
best ways to do so well in advance…or perhaps to avoid a 
prior bad experience.
There’ll be food, refreshments, information to feed your brain, 
and it’ll be a fun and informative way to welcome the arrival 
of spring in Atlanta! Plan to arrive at 10:00 a.m. for registra-
tion and an initial look at some rare, interesting, and very at-
tractive automobiles, ranging from a 1935 Hillman Minx, a 
1964 Chrysler Imperial Crown, some International Scouts, to 
Porsches, BMW’s, Ferraris, and of course Mercedes-Benz as 
some examples of their considerable present inventory. The 
presentation will begin at 11:00 a.m., followed by a leisurely 

lunch, more socialization, and closer looks at the cars for 
anyone wanting to know more about them.
Despite this early notice of the event, it is recommended that 
you register early as we expect this to be a popular event, 
and we can comfortably accommodate only about 80 people. 
The cost for this event is only eight dollars ($8) per person to 
help defray some costs. Register online at msreg.com/motor-
car-studio-event, or by mailing the Peach Page Registration 
form in this issue along with payment. Contact me, Roger 
McKissick, at ram1942@bellsouth.net or by phone at (770) 
476-2869 if additional information is needed.
Motorcar Studio is located at 1164 Zonolite Place, NE, At-
lanta, GA, 30306. In the meantime, visit them on the web at 
www.motorcarstudio.com .
FROM I-85 NORTH: Take Exit 89 (North Druid Hills), turn left 
onto GA-42N/North Druid Hills Rd and go a little less than 

eight-tenth miles, turn right onto Zonolite Rd. NE then go two 
tenths of a mile, turn slight left onto Zonolite Place NE…Mo-
torcar Studio is at the end of this short street on your right. 
FROM I-85 SOUTH: Take Exit 89 (North Druid Hills), turn 
right onto North Druid Hills Rd. and go a little less than one-

-
mentioned directions. 

http://msreg.com/motorcar-studio-event
http://www.butlertire.com/
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Stars in Georgia  is the off icial 
Newsletter of the Peachtree Section, 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 
Publication months are February, April, 
June, August, October, and December. 
Publication deadline for material 

preceding the month of publication. 
All material for publication should be sent to Doug Geganto, 
Editor, 3211 Black Gum Lane, Gainesville, GA 30504; phone 
(404) 754 -9955, e-mail dgeganto@charter.net

Cross-River Rally
 May 5, 2018 

by
Joe Martin, Event Planner

ome join the fun! On May 5, 2018, a "fun" road 
rally will start at the Augusta, GA Mercedes-Benz

dealership and end with a lunch at the Wilcox Hotel in Aiken 
SC. Each participant will be responsible for their own lunch.
This Mercedes driving event is a road rally that has straight 
forward directions with numerous challenging observation 
questions along the way. This is a fun driving event where the 
Navigator will be as involved as the Driver.  Each entry will 
require a driver and a navigator team to work together to fol-
low the route as well as observe the surroundings.  It is not a 
race; the winners will be the teams that make it to the Wilcox 
Hotel and answers the most questions correctly.  Prizes will 
be awarded.
Mercedes Benz of Augusta is sponsoring this event. Three 
prizes provided by MB Augusta will be awarded. They include 

-
vice” for the 1st and 2nd runners-up.
Cars will be dispatched in 5-minute intervals starting at 10:00 
am.  The Cross-River Rally course, starting in Georgia will 
wind along the Savannah River and end up in South Carolina.  
A pre-assigned late start time can be arranged for out of town 
cars, if desired.
All Rally activities should complete by 2:30 in time to explore 
the many unique shops in downtown Aiken or head home.  
So, come join the fun.
For those who desire to stay overnight; A listing of hotels 
in Augusta and Aiken is available when one registers at
http://msreg.com/cross-river-rally 
The registration fee for this event is $10.00 per vehicle.  If 
your Mercedes vehicle will transport more than two, consid-

C

continued from page 10

Charleston Spring Fling
 April 20-22, 2018 

Hosted by
Doug and Karen Geganto, Peachtree Section

harleston in the spring is a uniquely beautiful city! 
The Peachtree and Carolina's section are jointly

hosting a spring weekend in Charleston from April 20-22, 
2018.  Arrangements have been made for a reserved block 
of 20 rooms at the Hampton Inn Charleston / Mount Pleasant 
- Patriots Point just outside Charleston at a rate of $179 per 
night.  The hotel amenities are:

fruit
 Complimentary high-speed wireless internet access 
throughout the hotel

and outdoor pool
 Our Perfect Mix Lobby provides a warm and inviting place 
to meet for breakfast or just catch up with friends

hours a day
 Microwave and mini-fridge available in every room.

Contact the hotel at: (843) 881-3300 to reserve your room; 
mention that you are with the Mercedes group to get the spe-

2018 so don't delay.

On Saturday morning, April 21, we will take a private group 
tour of Charleston and the harbor.  The city tour will include 
free time to explore the famous Charleston Market and have 
lunch.  The 90-minute harbor tour will take us by the stately 
homes along the Battery and the historic harbor forts. 
On Saturday evening we’ll have a group dinner at the Waters 
Edge Restaurant located on Stem Creek in Mt. Pleasant.
This should be one of our best spring weekend events and 

Section.  If you are interested in joining us for this weekend, 
please mark your calendar now and reserve your room early!    
Once you make your room reservation; register for the event 
at: http://msreg.com/Charleston-Weekend

C

Registration is limited to 20 participants because of hotel and 
restaurant limitations.
Registration for this event closes on March 21, 2018 so don’t 
delay and wait until the last minute to register.  Register for 
this event online at msreg.com/Charleston-Weekend or use 
entry form in the Peach Page section of the newsletter.

http://msreg.com/Charleston-Weekend
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Need we say more?

rbmofalpharetta.com     678.825.6337
345 McFarland Pkwy  Alpharetta,GA 30004

www.rbmofalpharetta.com
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 continued on page 11

Cross-River Rally continued from page 10

770.205.4011                                                    mymercedesplace.com

4345 GA HWY 400, CUMMING, GEORGIA 30028 SCOUT
We always welcome 

you with a smile,  
because your business 

is important to us.

Call Today! 

MAUSER
Are you dog tired  

of being taken 
advantage of?  

Not at My Place!  
We provide the 

Best Service at an 
affordable price.

er inviting another couple or friends to join your observation 
team in your Mercedes. 
Please register online at http://msreg.com/cross-river-rally
Registration for this event closes on April 28th.  For questions 
please contact Joe Martin joe@dancingpines.org or call 706-
817-6575

Wilcox Hotel in Aiken, SC

Event Planner's Workshop
 Date and Location to be Announced 

Hosted by
Peachtree Section

o you have a place you've wanted to visit but have just 
not gotten around to getting there; or how about wanting

to take a scenic ride in the country?  Wouldn’t it be great to 
share this day with some friends?  Ideas like these can be-
come an exciting event for the club.  How would you like to 
take that idea for an event and learn; how to get it organized, 
advertised, funded and brought to fruition?  The Event Plan-
ners Workshop can help you bring to life your idea for an 
event. 
We are planning an Event Planner’s Workshop which will 
teach our members the logistics of planning a section event.  
Topics to be covered include:

Right now, we are looking for a date and location to hold the 
Event Planner’s Workshop.  We are tentatively looking pos-
sibly scheduling this in early June.  As soon as we have ev-

D

www.mymercedesplace.com
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Event Planner's Workshop continued from page 10

membership. 
In the meantime, start thinking about where you’d like to go 
and let’s see if we can make your idea become an exciting 
event for the section.

  StarFest© 2018
  May 14-21, 2018

Birmingham, Tuscaloosa, Talladega, 
Huntsville, Alabama 

by
Jim Roberts, Eastern Regional Director and

co-chair of StarFest© 2018 

elebrating 20 years of Mercedes-Benz Production 
in Alabama. 50+ years of AMC, 80 years of SSK,

90 years of the “S”, and 130 years of Bertha Benz’s 50-mile 
drive from Mannheim to Pforzheim.
So many important anniversaries and so much to do!
StarFest© is the premier event for MBCA.  
It requires so much planning and preparation that it is only 
staged on even numbered years. This one will be extra spe-
cial, since we are working closely with the Mercedes-Benz 
US International Factory between Birmingham and Tusca-

C

loosa for in depth tours of this fantastic facility that casual 

accommodate 3 groups of 25 each morning and 3 groups of 
25 each afternoon. The regular tour guides are supplement-
ed by 3 Alabama Section members who have been trained, 
groomed, and experienced in this while knowing what our 
members want to see and learn about.  Since we are expect-
ing 500-600 participants we will start with Thursday tours for 

those who are later registering.                
If you procrastinate, don’t despair, because there is plenty 
to do. 
There was no StarTech in 2017, so we are arranging techni-
cal seminars for each morning and each afternoon during 
the week. 
There will also be group tours of history, art and the many 
technical museums. 
“Rallyes” will actually be great drives on wonderful roads with 
easy to follow directions to world class museums.  Each one 
takes you to a very nice restaurant.  There will be a few ques-
tions to answer to determine trophy winners.  Paces will be 
divided into driving styles. 
These are proving so popular that we are adding a fourth 
route.  Other events will be what you expect at StarFest© 

www.budsbenz.com
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Starfest 2018 continued from page 11

Brokering significant Atlanta-area cars to buyers worldwide since 2012. Thinking 
about selling? Call us today to discuss consignment options for your Mercedes-Benz.

Chris Baucom | Nick Huston | 404-692-5250 | motorcarstudio.com

1164 Zonolite Place NE
Atlanta, GA 30306

SPORTS ∙ CLASSICS ∙ SALES ∙ BROKERAGE

The Concours will take place on Saturday, 19 May at the fac-
tory around the Brand Immersion Center. There are 435 park-
ing places, and they will open the building for us all day.  It 
has a nice museum plus an AMG engine assembly station, 
several race cars, and an interactive safety feature demo. 
An additional driving event will include laps of Talladega Su-
perspeedway’s 2.66 mile oval.
Talladega will also be the site of the traditional autocross and 
acceleration runs.  You can therefore say you have “raced” at 
Talladega. 

-
ing for the SUV’s not only the Geländewagen but also the ML 
and GL.  Every one of these in the world was built at MBUSI 
in Alabama.
Our performance driving on a road course (either Talladega 
or Barber Motorsports Park) will be educational only.  We will 
not be doing timed runs for trophies.  Instead, everyone will 

badge that states, “Sportfahrer Verein” (Sports Driver Asso-
ciation) We will provide instructors for everyone to help you 
learn the skills to appreciate the engineering design of every 
Mercedes-Benz. 
There will be receptions or dinners with speakers on Thurs, 
Fri Sat, Sun, and Mon. 

Thursday will feature a panel by a Daimler executive and an 
Alabama recruiter on how the Mercedes-Benz Factory came 
to be located in Alabama. 
Friday’s reception will be at the new Mercedes-Benz of Bir-
mingham, co-owned by University of Alabama Football coach, 
Nick Saban, who may be able to say a few words to us. 
Saturday’s dinner will be addressed by MBUSI President, Ja-

On Sunday evening, we will be entertained by a presentation 
by David Kalinkiewicz and Ed Broyles who hold the Cannon 
Ball NY-LA driving record of just over 28 hrs in a 150,000 mile 
CL55 AMG. They will have the car with them.

-
tertaining. 
We are striving to avoid combining classes any more than 
we have to, so there should be lots of nice trophies and Sil-

road driver association) awards 
Best of all, the newly renovated Birmingham Hilton Perimeter 
South hotel is giving us a special rate of $111/night. Call them 
directly at 205-967-7000
For more information go to the website:
https://starfest2018.mbca.org
To register go to: www.msreg.com/starfest2018

http://www.motorcarstudio.com/
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continued on page 14

Peachtree Concours d'Elegance
 September 8, 2018 

by
Doug Geganto, Concours Chairman

ave the Date! Big changes are coming to our annual 
Concours d'Elegance in 2018. Our 2018 concours will 

As soon as we have the venue nailed down we’ll send out a 
new update.  In the meantime, let me tell you about some of 
the changes for thus year.
Along with the usual judged classes we are adding a new 
judged vehicle class to encourage more of our members to 
participate. The new judged class will be an all SUV class and 
will include all the ML and GL models.  These vehicles will be 
judged on the standard Mercedes 100-point scale.  Best of 
class along with 2nd and 3rd place trophies will be awarded 
in the SUV class.
Next, we are also considering adding a SMART car and 
Sprinter class.  Once we have worked out the details we’ll 
publish all the details.  Right now, these two classes are 
just being proposed and a decision has not yet been made 
on adding them.  If they are added these entries will not be 
judged but each entrant will receive a participation award.
Our standard judged classes will be:

  Concours
Cars in this category must be at least 25 years old and rep-
resent the most perfect examples of the Mercedes-Benz 

S

marque. These cars are in excellent original condition, or 
are restored to original show quality standards. They will be 
judged per strict Mercedes Benz Club of America judging rules 
(undercarriages will not be judged) and by Mercedes-Benz 

used to determine the best of the best.
  Street & SUV Class

Cars in this class are usually driven on a regular basis. 
Street cars should be driven to the event.  Street cars will 
be judged in two divisions, Early Modern and Late Modern 
to determine those cars that are in the best original condition 
for their age and mileage.  Engine and trunks will be judged; 
undercarriages will not be judged. Judging will be performed 

designed for Street cars.
  Special Chassis - SLK Class

This year we will honor the SLK class.  Cars entered in this 
class will be judged using Mercedes-Benz Club of Amer-
ica judging rules (undercarriages will not be judged) by 

system will be used to determine the best of the best.
This class includes the following Chassis and years.
R170 (1996–2004)
R171 facelift (2008)
R172 (2011–Present)

http://www.permafinish.org/
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continued on page 15

2799 Piedmont Road NE 
Atlanta, GA  30305

404.846.3500 
mercedesofbuckhead.com

People Drive Us.
It’s not just a tag line. It’s who we are and what 
we’re made of. People. Our own staff, driven to 
excell and exceed. And, of course our customers, 
you, our advocates. We appreciate your business 
and loyalty. And, thank you for Driving Us.

2799 Piedmont Road NE 
Atlanta, GA  30305 
mercedesofbuckhead.com

Peachtree Concours continued from page 11

This is not a judged category but is designed to recognize 
and “Certify” cars 25 years of age or older that have not been 
restored or may be in progress of being restored. A Silver 
Star Preservation Class Mercedes-Benz must be driven to 
the Mercedes Benz Club of America event and have all its 

safety items will be checked and must be totally operation-
al to qualify your car as a Silver Star Preservation vehicle. 
Mercedes Benz Club of America’s Concours Chairman will 
use a point system has been designed as a guideline and 

-
mit a photograph of your vehicle along with your Silver Star 

-
tion, please contact Doug Geganto dgeganto@charter.net so 
that the appropriate forms can be sent to you.
Save the sate now.  More details coming in the April Newslet-
ter.

by
Ernie Smallman, Event Planner

eachtree Section will gather again at the river! The 
ninety-nine members who attended last year had such

a good time I am not sure that they all have left.  In addition 
to the acclaimed pecan crusted trout, the good old boys of 
Toccoa Riverside have added a smoked trout entrée that is 
almost as popular. Plan on joining us again on Saturday June 
9th at the Toccoa Riverside Restaurant on the Toccoa River 
in North Georgia 9 ½ south of Blue Ridge. The rustic watering 
hole is on the edge of the Chattahoochee National Forest and 
is infested with residents in the evenings.  The owner, Tim, 

-
-

end evenings. Again, we will have a private dining area on 
the lower river level or weather permitting be served in the 
courtyard “al fresco” (Italian for outdoors on the river bank but 

1. Grilled salmon on a garden salad
2. Sautéed pecan crusted mountain trout cooked in pecan 

butter (the owner’s specialty)
3. Hot smoked trout 
4. Chicken asiago 

P

www.mercedesofbuckhead.com
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Membership Luncheon continued from page 14

-
-
-

-
-

-

$22.50 per person.

up now msreg.com/memberappreciation2018
Peach Page.

Atlanta Concours d'Elegance
by

-

-

-

-

their website at: .

T

1930 Packard 745 Sport Phaeton

Holiday Luncheon
by

-

-

S

Jo Anne Taylor receives the Partain award from Ernie 
Smallman

2017 Member of the Year, Joe Martin

http://msreg.com/memberappreciation 2018
http://www.atlantaconcours.org
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Making Sure Your Mercedes
Stays A Mercedes

ercedes-Benz Genuine Parts combine the entire ex-
pertise of Mercedes-Benz as a vehicle manufacturer.

They are developed specially for Mercedes-Benz vehicles 
and optimally adjusted for every model.
All Mercedes-Benz Genuine Parts are manufactured with the 
same tools and quality standards – regardless of whether we 
are producing a part for a new vehicle or as a replacement 
part. That means the quality and safety of your vehicle are 
retained for years, with the guarantee that your Mercedes will 
remain a Mercedes
Mercedes-Benz genuine brake pads.
Mercedes-Benz genuine brake pads are perfectly designed 
for your Mercedes-Benz genuine brake discs. The optimum 
friction pairing ensures high braking power, short stopping 
distances, and low wear and tear and prevents brake noises 
from occurring. This is how Mercedes-Benz genuine brake 
linings contribute to accident-free driving.
Mercedes-Benz genuine brake discs.
When the brakes are actuated, the kinetic energy of the vehi-
cle is converted into heat. The temperature of the brake discs 
can then rise up to 700 degrees Celsius. High-quality ma-
terials and workmanship on Mercedes-Benz genuine brake 
discs ensure that no deformation occurs, and that the vehicle 
quickly comes to a standstill – for a short stopping distance.
Mercedes-Benz genuine suspensions.
Suspension components are safety-relevant parts which 
are susceptible to wear and tear. To guarantee ride com-
fort and your safety, we use the highest-quality materials for 
Mercedes-Benz genuine suspensions, including for example 
hardened studs. The optimum tuning of shock absorbers, 
suspension struts and control arms ensure reliable steering 
characteristics.
Mercedes-Benz genuine windscreen wipers.
The rubber blend specially developed for Mercedes-Benz 
windscreen wipers help to provide a clear view when you re-
ally need it. Even when you’re using Mercedes-Benz genuine 
windscreen wipers at maximum vehicle speeds you won’t see 
any streaks or blemishes.
Counterfeit replacement parts are a risk.
Even if it says Mercedes-Benz, unfortunately you’re not al-
ways getting Mercedes-Benz. Counterfeiters are increasingly 
specializing in copying vehicle replacement parts. More and 
more often this practice extends to safety-relevant parts such 
as brake linings, windscreen wipers, suspension components 

the point that not even experts can easily identify them upon 

losses but also pose a safety risk. We regularly test various 
counterfeits against Mercedes-Benz Genuine Parts. The re-
sults are shocking. For instance, counterfeit brake pads can 
make the braking distance up to 15 meters longer and failure 

M
of the counterfeit product can, in the worst of cases, lead to 
a severe accident.
Protection from counterfeit copies.
As it is our objective to prevent accidents before they oc-
cur, Mercedes-Benz consistently works to combat product 
counterfeiting. A special brand protection team works closely 
together with international law enforcement and customs au-
thorities to remove counterfeits from the market. In addition, 
professional investigators are employed to uncover copycat 
products. Painstaking detective work is often required over 
a period of months as the counterfeiters conduct their work 
underground using increasingly sophisticated methods.
https://youtu.be/Yh5PkCSgZ2E 
You can stay secure against counterfeit products and the re-
sulting risks by using your authorized Mercedes-Benz dealer 
or service partner. That way you can be certain that you're re-
ceiving Mercedes-Benz quality – from genuine parts through 
to professional installation. Always ask for genuine Mercedes 
parts.

New Mercedes-Benz CLS
Third generation of the original

he new CLS pioneers the new design idiom of 
Mercedes-Benz, which is recognizable by its clear

contours and reduced lines. Its character is marked by a grille 
contour that widens towards the base and a forward-slanting 
front section. Other features include wide, low-set headlights 
and two-section taillamps. At the same time the design re-

segment and quickly became a design icon.
The CLS is equipped with a new inline six-cylinder engine 

comfort. Like its predecessors, the new CLS exudes self-as-
sured sportiness in exemplary style: a highly emotional ve-

coupled with thrilling, unrivalled technology. Additionally, the 

The 2019 Mercedes-Benz CLS will have its World Premiere 
at the 2017 Los Angeles Auto Show in November, and will go 
on sale in the U.S. by Fall 2018.

T
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TERMS OF PARTICIPATION
This agreement pertains to driving events of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc (MBCA) in which I desire to 

permitting me to participate in or observe driving events, which may consist of time trials, autocross, acceleration runs, 
defensive driving, road rally and/or tours or to attend the event as a spectator or visitor, I knowingly and voluntarily agree 
as follows: 
1.  I CERTIFY, UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that if I am driving, a passenger or otherwise participating in the events: 
   a.  The vehicle I am driving or in which I am a passenger in the events is insured with at least

    the entire duration of the events 
  b.  Any participant violating the competition and event rules may be expelled from the event and    

    forfeit all competition privileges. 
2.  I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that excessive consumption of alcohol or possession or consumption of illegal drugs 

is strictly prohibited.
3.  I HEREBY GRANT TO MBCA and the event organizer the irrevocable and unrestricted right to use and publish 

photographs and video images of me, or in which I may appear, for editorial, trade, advertising and any other bona 

videographer from all claims and liability relating thereto.
4.  MBCA cannot be held liable for cancellation, delays or other lack of performance with respect to the event under any 

“force majeure” circumstances (including, but not limited to, wars, riots, insurrection, terrorism, acts of god, strikes 
or labor stoppages). 

5.  I authorize and consent to treatment, hospitalization and other care rendered to me in the event of my illness, injury 
or other emergent circumstances that may occur while participating in the event and assume full responsibility to 
pay for all costs and expenses for any such treatment, hospitalization and care (therefore agreeing to hold harmless 
and indemnify MBCA and the event organizers therefore). 

HAVING READ THIS TERMS OF PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT, I HEREBY BIND MYSELF AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES, HEIRS AND NEXT OF KIN BY THIS AGREEMENT.

 

Peachtree Section, MBCA 
and Board of Directors
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THE  PEACH PAGE

Registration for MBCA Peachtree Events are subject to “Terms of Participation” (see page 17)

DELTA FLIGHT MUSEUM - SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2018
1060 Delta Blvd B-914, Atlanta, GA 30354

Name(s) of Member(s) Attending: __________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of Guests(s) Attending ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________  ______

Phone: __________________________ E-mail:  _____________________________________Membership #:  ___________

Private Museum Tour Number Attending _____________ x $10.00/pp  = $______________

Registration deadline: February 11, @ 11:59 p.m. Note: Please make checks payable to Peachtree Section, MBCA. Mail with 
Peach Page registration form to: Doug Geganto, 3211 Black Gum Lane, Gainesville, GA 30504; Call (404) 754 -9955 or by e-mail 
dgeganto@charter.net

FOX THEATER TOUR - SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2018
660 Peachtree St., NE, Atlanta, GA 30308

Name(s) of Member(s) Attending: __________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of Guests(s) Attending ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________  ______

Phone: __________________________ E-mail:  _____________________________________Membership #:  ___________

Number Attending _____________ x $15.00/pp  = $______________

Number Attending Lunch _____________

Registration deadline: February 24,2018 Note: Please make checks payable to Peachtree Section, MBCA. Mail with Peach Page 
registration form to: Doug Geganto, 3211 Black Gum Lane, Gainesville, GA 30504; Call (404) 754 -9955 or by e-mail
dgeganto@charter.net

PREPPING YOUR CAR FOR SALE & UNDERSTANDING CAR BROKERAGE  - SAT., APRIL 7, 2018
Motorcar Studio, 1164 Zonolite Place, Atlanta, GA 30306

Name(s) of Member(s) Attending: __________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of Guests(s) Attending ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________  ______

Phone: __________________________ E-mail:  _____________________________________Membership #:  ___________

Number of Attendees _____________ x $8.00/pp  = $______________

Registration Deadline: Wednesday, March 28 Note: Please make checks payable to Peachtree Section, MBCA. Mail with Peach 
Page registration form to: Roger McKissick, 2866 Bob White Drive, Duluth, GA 30096. Questions...E-mail Roger at
ram1942@bellsouth.net or call him at (770) 476-2869.

http://msreg.com/deltaflightmuseum
http://msreg.com/Fox-theater-tour
http://msreg.com/motorcar-studio-event
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CHARLESTON SPRING FLING WEEKEND -  APRIL 20-22, 2018
Hampton Inn Charleston/Mt. Pleasant-Patriots Point, 255 Sessions Way, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

Name(s) of Member(s) Attending: __________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of Guests(s) Attending ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________ ______

__________________________ E-mail: _____________________________________Membership #: ___________

Number of Attendees _____________ x $10.00/pp  = $______________
Group Tour Number of Attendees _____________ x $50.00/pp  = $______________

Registration Deadline: March 21 Note: 
registration form to: Doug Geganto. 

TOTAL PAID $ ______________

PEACHTREE SECTION MEMBER APPRECIATION LUNCHEON  - SAT., JUNE 9, 2018
8055 Aska Rd., Blue ridge, GA 30513

Name(s) of Member(s) Attending: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Name(s) of Guests(s) Attending ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________   ______

 __________________________ E-mail: _____________________________________Membership #: ___________

Number of Attendees _____________  Guests/pp (beyond 2 per member):   $23.00   _______________

Registration Deadline: June 1, 2018 Note:  
registration form to: Ernest Smallman, III,  

CROSS RIVER RALLY- SAT., MAY 5, 2018, 10.00 A.M.
Starting from Mercedes-Benz of Augusta 3061 Washington Rd, Augusta, GA 30907

Name(s) of Member(s) Attending: __________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of Guests(s) Attending ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________ ______

__________________________ E-mail: _____________________________________Membership #: ___________

Number of Vehicles _____________ x $10.00/pv  = $______________

Registration Deadline: April 28, 2018 Note: 
registration form to: Joe Martin 3

http://msreg.com/Charleston-Weekend
http://msreg.com/cross-river-rally
http://msreg.com/memberappreciation 2018
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Name badges are available from the MBCA Club Store in three 
types of backing (magnetic, safety pin, or tie tack) and can be 
ordered in blue, silver or gold. Costs range from $10.00 for two 
lines to $11.00 for three lines (25 characters maximum p/line),  and 
includes mailing costs. You may order by completing & mailing 
this order sheet (see address below), or you may order through 
the MBCA website by going to www.mbca.org and choose Club 

/ Section Events from the next window, scroll down to the desired 
name badge and make your selection.
  
Please send ______ name badge(s).

Specify type of backing:  ______ Magnetic     ______ Safety Pin     

_____Tie Tack

Specify color:  ____ Blue   ____ Silver   ____ Gold

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

Please mail to: 

Name: ___________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________

MBCA NAME BADGES

Enclose appropriate dollar amount and mail with this 
application to:

MBCA
1907 Lelarary Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80909

MBCA Membership Application
Please print clearly

________________________________________________________
Full name

________________________________________________________
Associate member (spouse or dependent)

________________________________________________________
Address

________________________________________________________
City State Zip

( _______ )  _________________  ( _______)  _________________
Home phone Business phone

________________________________________________________
E-Mail address

________________________________________________________
Occupation

________________________________________________________
Mercedes-Benz cars now owned (model/year, list additional cars else-
where)

New Member or  L Renewing Member (check one)

If renewing, member number: ________________________________

Interests: please check
driving events car shows social events
car care technical The Star

Enroll me as a member for (check one):

U.S.:
1 year ($55) 2 years ($107) 3 years ($157)

Make check payable to MBCA (U.S. funds only); Visa or
Mastercard also accepted.

International (including Canada):
1 year ($65) 2 years ($127) 3 years ($187)

Canadians and overseas: Visa, Mastercard, American Ex-
press,  Discover,  in ternat ional  money orders,  or  checks  
payable in U.S. funds.

________________________________________________________
Applicant’s signature Date

________________________________________________________
Applicant’s section preference (see list in magazine)

________________________________________________________
Sponsor’s signature and member number (optional)

Membership dues include six issues of The Star magazine
yearly. If using a credit card, please complete the following:

Visa Mastercard Am. Express Discover

__________________________________________________   _______________
Account number Expiration Date

www.mbca.org or 800-637-2360
MBCA, 1907 Lelaray St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909-2872
719/633-6427, Monday-Friday, 8 AM to 5 PM Mountain Time



MBCA - Peachtree Section
442 Chowning PL NW
Marietta, GA  30064




