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Mercedes-Benz Club of America
Peachtree Section

Stars in Georgia

March 9-11 – Amelia Island 
Concours  – Plan to visit one 
of the South’s most prestigious 
Concours d’ Elegance.  See ar-
ticle in this issue.

April 7 – Motorcar Studio Event 
– Learn how to maintain the value 
of your vehicle should you decide 
at some point to sell it. See Article 
in this issue. 

April 20-22 – Charleston Week-
end  – Joint Event with Carolina 
Section.  Spend a weekend in his-
toric Charleston SC. See article 
in this issue.

MBCA Peachtree Section Spon-
sored Event

View Through The Star
by

Diana Quinn, President

nce again, the holidays are upon us. It is a time for families to 
come together and enjoy time together. Our Mercedes-Benz 

family will come together for our annual Holiday Luncheon on Saturday, 
December 2nd at the Canoe restaurant in Atlanta   This is a time for us 
to reconnect with old friends and to make new friends.   We have a great 
program planned for all.  If your attending, remember to bring an unwrapped 
toy for Toys for Tots. I hope to see you there.   
Your Peachtree Board of Directors recently met to begin planning for 2018.    
We have some exciting things in the works and while the details are still 
under way, what I can say is that we will have several events in the Augusta 
area for our eastern most members, a couple of joint events including a trip 
to Charleston in April, and StarFest® 2018 that will be held in Birmingham, 
Alabama from May 15-21.  There will be something for everyone including 
tours of the MBUSI Factory in Vance, Alabama, driving events galore, 
and a Concours d’Elegance.  If you have never toured a Mercedes-Benz 
factory this is your chance! For all of the details and to register visit the 
StarFest® 2018 website at:  https://starfest2018.mbca.org/  If you do plan 
on attending please also consider volunteering to help the Alabama section 

Recently at the November 2017 National Board Meeting James Roberts 
was elected to our National Board as a Director at Large and is also 
assuming the role of National Board Secretary.  Congratulations to Jim!   

Regional Director position through the end of Jim’s term. We look forward 
to Doug’s leadership in leading the Eastern Region.

survey early next year. We want to hear from you and your ideas on how 
we can make “your” club better. When the survey comes out please take 
a few minutes to reply. See the article in this issue of Stars of Georgia 
for more details about the survey.  You don’t need to wait to communicate 
your ideas. If you have an idea for an event, please contact JoAnne at 
jstaylr@windstream.net or by phone at (706) 867-4832, or as always feel 
free to reach out to me at dianaquinn@me.com or by phone 770-635-8112 
(home) or 847-867-0620 (cell).

O

December
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View Through The Star continued from page 1

Welcome to the following new MBCA-Peachtree members:

Welcome
New Peachtree Section Members

by
Bob Best, Membership Director

Shannon Adams
Alan Bremer
Ken Bright
Kurt Dahlgren
Roy Francois
Davis Hathcock
Patrick Inglese
Jonas Isaac
Janet Kuttnauer
Michael Leigh

W to welcome you to the MBCA-Peachtree Section,    
“2015 Section of the Year.”  More than just a car club, we 
enjoy meeting new members, driving our cars, and sharing 
Mercedes-related experiences.  
Make the most of your membership by participating.  See 
the events listing in this newsletter and stay tuned for other 
tremendous opportunities in 2018.  Our scheduled events 
include driving, socializing and a variety of technical and 

to match your interests.   
As a member, you will be receiving our section newsletter 
“Stars in Georgia” which is published and distributed 6 
times a year.  Please take some time to visit our webpage
https://www.mbca.org/benefit/loyalty-rewards-program-us 

calendar of scheduled events, contact information for our 

things.  
The best part of a Mercedes Benz Club Membership are the 

1. The Star® Magazine - Your membership to the Mercedes-
Benz Club of America includes a subscription to our bi-
monthly magazine, The Star®.

2. Section Newsletter - Section newsletter is published six 
times a year.

3. Loyalty Rewards Program (U.S.) - If you've been a 
member of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America for 12 
consecutive months or longer without lapse and are a 

the purchase or lease price of any NEW Mercedes-Benz 
vehicle. 

4.  - Mercedes-Benz Club of America, may 
sell merchandise, goods and services through this website 

Charles Mendes
Craig Miller
John Monko
Craig Petek
Bruce Publicover
Lacy Rose
Sharon Shipman
David Velasquez
Raymond Willcocks

and in our award-winning magazine, The Star®. 
5. Club Trips to Germany

European vacation and VIP tours that places you at the 
heart of Mercedes-Benz rich history. 

6. 15% Discount on Parts from the Mercedes-Benz 
Classic Center

Irvine, California. 
7. 

Participating Mercedes-Benz Dealers - As a Mercedes-
Benz Club of America member, the presentation of your 
membership card may entitle you to 5%, 10% or (up to) 

U.S. and Canadian Mercedes-Benz dealers. 
8. Refer a Friend Program - Refer a friend to the Mercedes-

Benz Club of America and get one additional month of 
Club membership FREE, for every friend who joins.

9. Local, Regional & National Events - As a member of 
the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, you'll be able to 
attend a wide range of driving events and activities in your 

destinations across the U.S. and Canada.
10.  - Up to twice a year, the Mercedes-Benz Club 

purchase tickets for a chance to win great prizes.

membership webpage at: https://www.mbca.org/membership
We thank the members and dealers that assisted in 
recruiting these new members. Any questions regarding your 

Peachtree Section Survey
by

Daryl Williams

The newly elected MBCA Peachtree board of 
directors wants to know what the membership is 
thinking. It is your club, but we cannot hear what you 
do not say. To facilitate a way for the membership to 
be heard, a survey will be sent to the membership in 

it easy for you to provide feedback. Please plan to 

Please honor us with your presence at a future event and 
join in on the celebration. As always, we only need one more 
member or event attendee and that is YOU!  See you there.
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MBCA Member Spotlight 
 Gary Edwards

1999 SL600 Sport 
by

 Steve Chapman

ary has been a member of the Mercedes-Benz Club 
since 2005, joining MBCA when he lived in Virginia.

time to spend with his true passion:  German cars!  Gary de-

through eBay.  Prior to retirement, Captain Edwards was at 
the helm of the USS Tennessee, a Trident Submarine based 
out of Kings Bay, Georgia.

For the production series R129, the SL600 was the pinna-
cle of the Mercedes-Benz lineup.  The beautiful SL600 we 
are spotlighting today is the rare Sport model.  This upgrade 
included special adaptive suspension, wheels, AMG Aero 
Package, 18" AMG Monoblock wheels, and all the luxury and 

G

and is capable of high-speed cruising with 389hp and 420 ft.-
lbs. of torque managed through a 5-speed automatic trans-
mission.  Gary found this example on eBay and purchased 
the car from a seller in Tucson, AZ in October 2016.  After 

car back to Georgia.  My kind of enthusiast!
It's interesting to note the R129 was made from (model years) 
1990-2002 in various iterations:  The 300SL (inline 6); SL320 
(inline 6 and V6 models); 500SL and SL500 V8 and the 
600SL and SL600 V12s.  The original sticker on this vehicle 
was nearly $127,000 in 1999 money, and according to the 
MBCA R129 Buyer's Guide, global production of the 600SL/
SL600 was just 11,089 for all model years.  For the 1999 
model year, the number imported to the U.S. was only 431 
and even fewer had the Sport package.  Gary's example is 
truly limited production!
Gary describes driving this awesome roadster through the 
North Carolina mountains on a 5-day trip:  "It's the perfect car 
to take for two people.  Plenty of room, fun to drive and ex-
tremely comfortable."  I was amazed that on the road, he can 
get excellent mileage, reporting in excess of 21mpg highway.  
No drama, just a super-solid and exceptional way to travel.
Keep your eye out for Gary and his SL at an upcoming 
Peachtree Section event! 
If you have a Mercedes you’d like highlighted in our newslet-
ter, please contact me at benzracingfan@gmail.com

http://www.austrianmotors.com/
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continued on page 6

Peachtree Section
Social Media Update 

by
Dave Richards, Social Media Director

id you know that the Peachtree Section has a pres-
ence on Social Media? The Peachtree Section has, for

several years, had a Facebook page.  Our page can be 
accessed through Facebook at, https://www.facebook.
com/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Peachtree-Sec-
tion-202204646462075/ 
This year the board asked me to accept the position as So-
cial Media Director.  My charge is to keep our social media 
presence current and up to date.  As the section’s Social 
Media Director, my role is to keep our Facebook page up 
to date with post event pictures, informational articles about 
Mercedes-Benz or even interesting videos.  This is where I 
need your help.  I can search the Internet for interesting ar-
ticles and videos to post on our page, but I would also like to 
ask you to send me post event pictures, articles or even links 
to videos to put on our page.  You can send any thing you feel 
would be relevant to me at daverichards000@gmail.com .
Lastly, I would ask you to visit our Facebook page periodi-
cally, comment on our content, like our posts and even share 
them with your friends.  Most importantly, we ask you to Like 
and Follow our page.  
Using Facebook is a going to be a great way to let people 
know about the Peachtree section.  For now, we are only go-

now, to expand our social media presence to other things 
such as Twitter, Snapchat, or Instagram.

D

– NEXT EVENT –
Motorcar Studio Event
Prepping Your Car for Sale &
Understanding Car Brokerage
 Saturday, April 7, 2018 

by
Roger McKissick, Event Planner

n Saturday, April 7, Motorcar Studio will host a very inter-
esting event that deals with the eventual sale or transfer  

of your Mercedes-Benz. As mentioned in the October article 
regarding this event, you are not only the present owner of 
your prized M-B, but also a steward for a future owner. As 
such, it is in the best interest of both parties that you properly 
care for it until ownership transfers at some point.
Chris Baucom and Nick Huston, co-owners of Motorcar Stu-
dio, will address two topics dealing with the eventual transfer 
of ownership: Prepping Your Car for sale, and Understand-
ing Car Brokerage. Their presentation and your questions are 
intended to include such subjects as what constitutes “nor-
mal wear and tear”, realistic assessment of your car’s market 
value, presale preparation, overview of the sale process, due 
diligence by the seller and the buyer, and understanding car 

O

brokerage for both the sale and purchase of desirable auto-
mobiles. Anyone that has previously undertaken these tasks 
knows all too well their inherent complications, including that 
very precious thing called time. Therefore, since all of us will 
have to go through these processes, it’s wise to consider the 
best ways to do so well in advance…or perhaps to avoid a 
prior bad experience.
There’ll be food, refreshments, information to feed your brain, 
and it’ll be a fun and informative way to welcome the arrival 
of spring in Atlanta! Plan to arrive at 10:00 a.m. for registra-
tion and an initial look at some rare, interesting, and very at-
tractive automobiles, ranging from a 1935 Hillman Minx, a 
1964 Chrysler Imperial Crown, some International Scouts, to 
Porsches, BMW’s, Ferraris, and of course Mercedes-Benz as 
some examples of their considerable present inventory. The 
presentation will begin at 11:00 a.m., followed by a leisurely 
lunch, more socialization, and closer looks at the cars for 
anyone wanting to know more about them.
Despite this early notice of the event, it is recommended that 
you register early as we expect this to be a popular event, 
and we can comfortably accommodate only about 80 people. 
The cost for this event is only eight dollars ($8) per person to 
help defray some costs.
Register online at http://msreg.com/motorcar-studio-event
 or by mailing the Peach Page Registration form in this issue
along with payment. Contact me, Roger McKissick, at
ram1942@bellsouth.net or by phone at (770) 476-2869 if ad-
ditional information is needed.
Motorcar Studio is located at 1164 Zonolite Place, NE, At-
lanta, GA, 30306. In the meantime, visit them on the web at 
www.motorcarstudio.com .
FROM I-85 NORTH: Take Exit 89 (North Druid Hills), turn left 
onto GA-42N/North Druid Hills Rd and go a little less than 

eight-tenth miles, turn right onto Zonolite Rd. NE then go two 
tenths of a mile, turn slight left onto Zonolite Place NE…Mo-
torcar Studio is at the end of this short street on your right. 
FROM I-85 SOUTH: Take Exit 89 (North Druid Hills), turn 
right onto North Druid Hills Rd. and go a little less than one-

-
mentioned directions. 

Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance
March 9-11, 2018 

ne of the premier car events on the East Coast, The 
Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance, will be held

from March 9-11, 2018.  There is a full week of activities and 

presented by Heacock Classic Car Insurance on Saturday 
March 10th from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. and the prestigious Ame-
lia Island Concourse d’Elegance on Sunday March 11th from 
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  The honoree for this year’s show is fa-
mous Formula One driver  Emerson Fittipaldi.

O

https://www.facebook.com/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Peachtree-Section-202204646462075/
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7640 Roswell Road,  Atlanta, GA 30350     |     770-390-0700     |     www.RBMofAtlanta.com        

RBM of Atlanta - Atlanta’s Mercedes-Benz Connection since 1964!

Take 15% off your next repair or
parts  and accessories purchase

at RBM of Atlanta - Sandy Springs
Excludes specials, tires, and certain menu items.

Offer good thru 12/31/2017 on one service visit per member.  Discount 
available to Club Members only  & you must show Club ID at time of use.

http://www.rbmofatlanta.com/
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continued on page 7

Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance continued from page 4

from local car clubs will be displayed on the 10th, 18th and 
1st fairways of the Golf Club of Amelia Island.  Contact the 
organizers for information on how to register your car in Cars 

https://www.ameliaconcours.org/Contact-Us.aspx .  

Vehicles entered in the Concours d’Elegance will be dis-
played on The Golf Club of Amelia Island on the 10th & 18th 
Fairways.  Traditionally Amelia Island has always displayed 

eras.  
Tickets for this year’s event can be purchased here:
https://www.ameliaconcours.org/shop/tickets
Please note, at the present time there is not an organized 
Peachtree Section event associated with this event.  Should 
this change we will notify the membership via an email blast.

A 300SL On display in front of the Mercedes-Benz pavillion  

StarFest© 2018
 May 14-21, 2018

Birmingham, Tuscaloosa, Talladega, 
Huntsville, Alabama 

by
Jim Roberts, Eastern Regional Director and

co-chair of StarFest© 2018 

elebrating 20 years of Mercedes-Benz Production 
in Alabama. 50+ years of AMC, 80 years of SSK,

90 years of the “S”, and 130 years of Bertha Benz’s 50-mile 
drive from Mannheim to Pforzheim.

C

So many important anniversaries and so much to do!
StarFest© is the premier event for MBCA.  
It requires so much planning and preparation that it is only 
staged on even numbered years.  This one will be extra spe-
cial, since we are working closely with the Mercedes-Benz 
US International Factory between Birmingham and Tusca-
loosa for in depth tours of this fantastic facility that casual 

accommodate 3 groups of 25 each morning and 3 groups of 
25 each afternoon.  The regular tour guides are supplement-
ed by 3 Alabama Section members who have been trained, 
groomed, and experienced in this while knowing what our 
members want to see and learn about.  Since we are expect-
ing 500-600 participants we will start with Thursday tours for 

those who are later registering.                
If you procrastinate, don’t despair, because there is plenty 
to do. 
There was no StarTech in 2017, so we are arranging techni-
cal seminars for each morning and each afternoon during the 
week. 
There will also be group tours of history, art and the many 
technical museums. 
“Rallyes” will actually be great drives on wonderful roads with 
easy to follow directions to world class museums.  Each one 
takes you to a very nice restaurant.  There will be a few ques-
tions to answer to determine trophy winners.  Paces will be 
divided into driving styles. 
These are proving so popular that we are adding a fourth 
route.  Other events will be what you expect at StarFest© with 

The Concours will take place on Saturday, 19 May at the 
factory around the Brand Immersion Center.  There are 435 
parking places, and they will open the building for us all day.  
It has a nice museum plus an AMG engine assembly station, 
several race cars, and an interactive safety feature demo. 
An additional driving event will include laps of Talladega Su-
perspeedway’s 2.66 mile oval.
Talladega will also be the site of the traditional autocross and 
acceleration runs.  You can therefore say you have “raced” 
at Talladega. 

driving for the SUV’s not only the Geländewagen but also 
the ML and GL.  Every one of these in the world was built at 
MBUSI in Alabama.
Our performance driving on a road course (either Talladega 
or Barber Motorsports Park) will be educational only.  We will 
not be doing timed runs for trophies.  Instead, everyone will 

badge that states, “Sportfahrer Verein” (Sports Driver Asso-
ciation) We will provide instructors for everyone to help you 
learn the skills to appreciate the engineering design of every 
Mercedes-Benz. 
There will be receptions or dinners with speakers on Thurs, 
Fri Sat, Sun, and Mon. 
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StarFest continued from page 6 Action In Augusta Region
by

Joe Martin

oe Martin and Past President Doug Geganto met with 
Nate Cartwrite, the General Manager at Mercedes-Benz 

of Augusta to discuss how the club could partner with his 
dealership to schedule several events in 2018.  Several 
events in the Augusta area are being planned for 2018, with 
Mercedes-Benz of Augusta hosting a number of these events. 
Below are a few of the things we are working on:
First up on a Saturday to be scheduled in February will be a 
Technical Sessions at the Mercedes Benz of Augusta deal-
ership.  Planning is underway with three technical subjects 
under consideration: 
1. What might a STAR Computer Analysis tell you about your 

Benz;  
2. What is the true value of your older Mercedes; 
3. How to photograph your car for show or sale.
Later in the year we are planning a summer road rally in June 
or July.  Originating in Augusta, this driving event will focus 
on traversing the back roads along the border of GA and SC.  
This driving event is under consideration as a joint event with 
the Carolinas Section.  An awards luncheon or dinner will be 
included. 706 456 3198
If you would like to assist in planning either of these events, 
please contact Joe Martin at 706 456 3198 or by email
joe@dancingpines.org 

J
Thursday will feature a panel by a Daimler executive and an 
Alabama recruiter on how the Mercedes-Benz Factory came 
to be located in Alabama. 
Friday’s reception will be at the new Mercedes-Benz of Bir-
mingham, co-owned by University of Alabama Football coach, 
Nick Saban, who may be able to say a few words to us. 
Saturday’s dinner will be addressed by MBUSI President, Ja-

On Sunday evening, we will be entertained by a presentation 
by David Kalinkiewicz and Ed Broyles who hold the Cannon 
Ball NY-LA driving record of just over 28 hrs in a 150,000 mile 
CL55 AMG. They will have the car with them.

-
tertaining. 
We are striving to avoid combining classes any more than 
we have to, so there should be lots of nice trophies and Sil-

road driver association) awards 
Best of all, the newly renovated Birmingham Hilton Perimeter 
South hotel is giving us a special rate of $111/night. Call them 
directly at 205-967-7000
For more information go to the website:
https://starfest2018.mbca.org
To register go to: www.msreg.com/starfest2018

http://www.butlertire.com/
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Peachtree Concours d'Elegance
Atlanta Athletic Club 
Sat., Sept. 16, 2017 

by
Concours Committee, Doug Geganto, Dave Richards, Teri and 

Craig Bierman, and Diana Quinn

n Saturday, September 16, 2017 the Peachtree sec-
tion held our annual Concours d'Elegance at the

beautiful Atlanta Athletic Club in Johns Creek, GA. The 
weather cooperated with bright blue clear skies and pleasant 
temperatures made for an outstanding day. 38 cars were on 
display for all to enjoy.  There were 8 cars in the Concours 
Class, 17 in the Street Class, 9 in the R129 class, and 4 in 
Ordinaire.  George Rettenmaier with his 1989 560SL and Kelt 
Kindick with his 560 SEC also received their Silver Star Cer-

O

Year Model
CONCOURS CLASS

BEST OF SHOW Lydon Allan 1984 500SEL AMG
PEOPLE'S CHOICE Laird Cody 1957 190SL

1st Place Couch Tommy 1970 280SL
2nd Place Couch Joan 1971 250 SEC Coupe
3rd Place WaldschueJosi 1959 220S

R129 SHOW CLASS
1st Place Faison Bill 2002 SL600

2nd Place Kamber Sam 1998 SL500
3rd Place Kindick Kelt 1999 SL500

STREET EARLY MODERN
1st Place Akin Allen 1994 E320 CVT

2nd Place Mc Kissick Roger 1967 250 SEC Coupe
3rd Place Bierman Teri 1989 560SL

STREET LATE MODERN
1st Place Chapman Steve 2002 CLK55 AMG

2nd Place Richards Dave 2004 CLK320 Cabriolet
3rd Place Gogolin Otto 2005 Maybach 57

Car Owner
CONCOURS 2017 WINNERS

This year’s event was well attended by spectators alike who 
came to enjoy the cars.    The Ronald Mc Donald House had 
representatives on site who collected donations to help fami-
lies in need. Sponsors from PermaFinish and Austrian Motors 
were also available to answer questions about their services 
to keep your Mercedes-Benz in top condition.  We also want 
to thank the following sponsors who made this event possible 
of:  Atlantic Athletic Club and Dave Richards, Bud’s Benz, 
Hagerty Insurance, MBS Motors, PermaFinish, Sports and 
Imports Collision Center, Motor Car Studio, Dent Resolution, 
My Mercedes and Bimmer Place, and Austrian Motors.    
MBCA President Terry Kiwala traveled from Chicago to At-
lanta to oversee the judging of the cars. Many of the car en-

by scribing for them during the judging process.  What a great 
way to get involved and we thank all that volunteered to get 
the judging done in a timely manner.   
Winners of each class received trophies.  Participants in the 
Ordinaire class each received an engraved MBCA Logo port-
folio.   All in all, it was a great day.  Congratulations to all of 
the Winners! Dave Richards, our 2018 Concours Chairman, 
has already begun to plan the 2018 Peachtree Concours 
d’Elegance.   Keep your eyes open for our plans for 2018 in 
upcoming Stars in Georgia newsletters.  

Class Winners from the Peachtree Section Concours 
d’Elegance:

A few of the beautiful Mercedes desplayed at our Concours

Joan and Tommy Couch take 1st and 2nd place in Concours 
class

Fall Foliage Weekend
 October 27-29, 2017 

by
Doug Geganto

ur annual Fall Foliage weekend started on a bright 
sunny and pleasant Friday with all the participants

driving up to the North Carolina mountains and meeting at 
beautiful Fontana Village Resort.  Everyone commented on 
what a great day it was for a drive to see the fall color.  Unfor-
tunately, our luck with the weather was not to last beyond Fri-
day.  The group had time to socialize, renew friendships and 
meet some new members in the Fontana lobby before dinner.
Twenty-Eight members gathered for what we all hoped would 
be a bright sunny day to drive the famous Tail of the Dragon 

O

continued from page 10
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Need we say more?

rbmofalpharetta.com     678.825.6337
345 McFarland Pkwy  Alpharetta,GA 30004

www.rbmofalpharetta.com
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Fall Foliage Weekend continued from page 10

and the Cherohallo Skyway.  We woke up on Saturday to 
cloudy and overcast skies and a 100 percent chance of rain.  
Nevertheless, rain or not many of us were still determined to 
challenge the scheduled drives.
The best part of the rainy weather was that there were very 
few cars on either the “Dragon” or “Skyway” so those of us 
who decided to brave the weather pretty much had the road 
to ourselves.  Although the beautiful views from either road 
were mostly obscured by clouds it was still a great day.

to chat and socialize.  Weather withstanding it was great to 
spend time with so many friends.

770.205.4011                                                    mymercedesplace.com

4345 GA HWY 400, CUMMING, GEORGIA 30028 SCOUT
We always welcome 

you with a smile,  
because your business 

is important to us.

Call Today! 

MAUSER
Are you dog tired  

of being taken 
advantage of?  

Not at My Place!  
We provide the 

Best Service at an 
affordable price.

You Just Never Know
by

Dick Browne

ith a free night hotel stay to use or lose, we were won-
dering where to go.  As luck would have it, we received 

the email about “Cars for Canines Returns” scheduled up 
in Horse Shoe, NC for September 23rd. The area around 
Asheville and Henderson is only about a 3½ hour drive from 

visit with an old friend, Scott Christopher, at his Freightliner 
dealership in Greenville, SC.
Saturday morning, after a stop (naturally), at a quilt shop 
in Fletcher, we arrived at C.A.R.Z. (Complete Auto Repairs 

-

and cat rescue group. To our surprise, Mercedes-Benz cars 
were well represented. But the real surprise was meeting 

who we had spent time with at a previous outing. We also met 

all it was a very nice day with a pleasant day spent with fellow 
MBCA members.

W

www.mymercedesplace.com
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Charleston Spring Fling
 April 20-22, 2018 

by
Doug and Karen Geganto, Peachtree Section

harleston in the spring is a uniquely beautiful city! 
The Peachtree and Carolina's section are jointly

hosting a spring weekend in Charleston from April 20-22, 
2018.  Arrangements have been made for a reserved block 
of 25 rooms at the Hampton Inn Charleston / Mount Pleasant 
- Patriots Point just outside Charleston at a rate of $179 per 
night.  The hotel amenities are:

fruit
 Complimentary high-speed wireless internet access 
throughout the hotel

and outdoor pool
 Our Perfect Mix Lobby provides a warm and inviting place 
to meet for breakfast or just catch up with friends

hours a day
 Microwave and mini-fridge available in every room.

mention that you are with the Mercedes group to get the spe-

C

2018 so don't delay.
On Saturday morning we will take a private group tour of 
Charleston and the harbor.  The city tour will include free time 
to explore the famous Charleston Market. The 90-minute har-
bor tour will take us by the stately homes along the Battery 
and the historic harbor forts. 
On Saturday evening we’ll have a group dinner at a local res-
taurant.  The name and location of the restaurant will be sent 

This should be one of our best spring weekend events and 

Section.  If you are interested in joining us for this weekend, 
please mark your calendar now and reserve your room early!    

www.budsbenz.com
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Chrleston Spring Fling continued from page 11

 continued on page 13

Brokering significant Atlanta-area cars to buyers worldwide since 2012. Thinking 
about selling? Call us today to discuss consignment options for your Mercedes-Benz.

Chris Baucom | Nick Huston | 404-692-5250 | motorcarstudio.com

1164 Zonolite Place NE
Atlanta, GA 30306

SPORTS ∙ CLASSICS ∙ SALES ∙ BROKERAGE

Once you make your room reservation; register for the event 
online at: http://msreg.com/Charleston-Weekend . See peach 
page for entry form.
On Saturday evening we’ll have a group dinner at a local res-
taurant.  The name and location of the restaurant will be sent 

This should be one of our best spring weekend events and 

Section.  If you are interested in joining us for this weekend, 
please mark your calendar now and reserve your room early!
More details on the weekend will be forthcoming in our next 
newsletter.

Hilton Head Island Concours
d'Elegance & Car Club Jamboree

 November 4-5, 2017 
by

Daryl K Williams, Event Planner

Mathew struck a devastating blow to Hilton Head 
Island and while the Concours was held, the reminders of the 
storm were everywhere. This year there appeared to be no 

W

could point out where the 1Million trees were lost, but even 
frequent visitors were unable to do so.
Saturday was the car club show along with the Aero Expo. 
The Aero Expo pairs vintage aircraft with period automo-
biles. In the evening 25 enthusiast including MBCA national 
president Terry Kawala met at the Old Oyster Factory for a 
delicious meal and a great time of meeting new people and 
getting together with old friends.
Sunday was the Concours d’Elegance with 150 cars that 
delighted the viewers. The motoring midway complete with 

People's Choice Award

http://www.motorcarstudio.com/
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Hilton Head Island Concours continued from page 12

continued on page 14

antique boats was on display both days.
The best of show was a 1934 Cadillac Victoria Convertible. 
The people’s choice was the fun 1953 Chevrolet 300 Good 
Humor Ice Cream truck. A 1957 Chrysler 300C Convertible 
won the class of 57 best in class award.  
Why not mark your calendar and plan to join us next year at 
the Hilton Head Moring Festival. This event will be from Oc-
tober 26, through November 4, 2018, with the car shows on 
November 3 and 4.

The New 2018 E-Class Models
MBUSA

ollowing one of the most active vehicle-intro-
duction years in its history, For 2018, Mercedes-

Benz grows its dream car portfolio with the addition of the 
new E-Class Coupe, Wagon and Cabriolet models.
Mercedes-Benz continues the momentum in 2018, introduc-
ing additional new and revised E-Class models. The debut of 
the 2018 E-Class Cabriolet gives Mercedes-Benz three dis-
tinct four-seat convertible models in its line. 
With the 2018 E-Class Cabriolet, Mercedes-Benz is the only 

distinct model lines. (The C-Class Coupe and Cabriolet were 
all-new for 2017 and the S-Class Cabriolet returned for the 

F

2018 E-Class Models

The 2018 E-Class Coupe and Cabriolet deliver the 
Mercedes-Benz dream car experience with striking de-
sign, spirited performance and highly crafted luxury All-New 
Mercedes E-Class Coupe and Cabriolet Models for 2018
Larger in all dimensions than their predecessors, both the E-

passenger room than before. Both the Coupe and Cabriolet 
are available as an E400 with rear-wheel drive or E400 4MA-
TIC variants. Powering all E400 models is a 3.0L biturbo V6 
engine equipped with ECO Start/Stop and producing 329 hp 
and 354 lb-ft of torque. The engine is teamed exclusively with 
the 9G-TRONIC 9-speed automatic transmission. 
Continuing to tradition, the 2018 E-Class Coupe showcases 
design with its attractive proportions, reduced lines and sen-
sual forms. The bold diamond-block grille with large central 

http://www.permafinish.org/
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2799 Piedmont Road NE 
Atlanta, GA  30305

404.846.3500 
mercedesofbuckhead.com

People Drive Us.
It’s not just a tag line. It’s who we are and what 
we’re made of. People. Our own staff, driven to 
excell and exceed. And, of course our customers, 
you, our advocates. We appreciate your business 
and loyalty. And, thank you for Driving Us.

2799 Piedmont Road NE 
Atlanta, GA  30305 
mercedesofbuckhead.com

New 2018 E-Class Models continued from page 11

seen on the 1954 300 SL Gullwing sports car), and distinctive 
taillamps are characteristics shared with the Cabriolet.
The Cabriolet's multi-layer fabric acoustic soft top, which 
shares its construction with the S-Class Cabriolet top, comes 
Black, Dark Brown, Dark Blue and Red, all at no cost. As 

AIRSCARF® neck-level heating technology enhance comfort 
when driving with the top down.

E-Class Sedan Family Grows; World's Fastest Wagon De-
buts
Also new for 2018, the Mercedes-AMG E63 S Wagon shares 
the 603 hp version of the handcrafted AMG 4.0-liter V8 bitur-
bo engine with the E63 S Sedan. The AMG SPEEDSHIFT 
MCT 9-speed transmission is teamed with AMG Performance 
4MATIC+ all-wheel drive and three-stage ESP®.
The AMG E63 S Wagon is a true intersection of performance 
and intelligence, with a sprint from 0 to 60 mph in just 3.4 
seconds and a maximum track speed of 180 mph. Both AMG 
E63 S models ride on all-new AMG multi-chamber air suspen-

-
fort, Sport and Sport + modes. The AMG Ceramic Composite 
braking system is optional for both the Sedan and Wagon.
Cabin upgrades are abound in these premium luxury sedans 
for 2018. A new generation of dual 12.3" high-resolution dis-

plays with a single bonded glass panel form the wide-screen 
-

ent display styles (Classic, Sport and Progressive). Two new 
wood trim and three new upholstery selections become avail-
able, with standard Nappa Leather on all V8 models. A new 
steering wheel integrates Touch Control Buttons that work 
with a swiping action, as on a smartphone.
A new COMAND head unit generation expands phone ca-
pability, and inductive wireless charging works with Qi-com-
patible devices. The new ENERGIZING Comfort feature is 

climate control, ambient lighting, massage and fragrancing 

Stars in Georgia  is the off icial 
Newsletter of the Peachtree Section, 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 
Publication months are February, April, 
June, August, October, and December. 
Publication deadline for material 

preceding the month of publication. 
All material for publication should be sent to Doug Geganto, 
Editor, 3211 Black Gum Lane, Gainesville, GA 30504; phone 
(404) 754 -9955, e-mail dgeganto@charter.net

www.mercedesofbuckhead.com
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continued on page 16

WHAT DO YOU GIVE the person 
who loves Mercedes???

Peachtree Section Helps Celebrate
Tenth Anniversary of RBM 

Alpharetta
by

Roger McKissick

ection President, Diana Quinn, was contacted by 
RBM Alpharetta General Manager, David Ellis, about

having some of our members bring a few of their classic 
Mercedes-Benz to display at RBM’s tenth Anniversary event 
on November 11th.  Six members of the Peachtree Section 
stepped up and brought their cars to the event to display and 
share with the attendees who helped celebrate RBM’s tenth 
anniversary. 

K.B. & Elda Pearce brought their 1955 300SL Gullwing, Dick 
Werner & Tommy Couch brought their 1969 280SL’s, Cody 
Laird brought his 1957 190SL, Allan Lydon brought his gutsy 
1984 500SEL AMG, and Roger McKissick’s1967 250SE 
Coupe rounded out the total of the member’s cars on dis-
play.  General Manager, David Ellis, had KB’s 300SL Gullwing 
moved inside the showroom so their guests could get a closer 
look at a true Mercedes classic.  Except for the Gullwing, all 
were parked in front of the dealership showroom on the right 
side, tucked close to the showroom windows that span the 
entire front. The cars garnered their fair share of admiration 
and questions, with the 300SL expectedly getting the most 
attention.  

-
thing was absolutely top-shelf (e.g., vodka was Grey Goose, 

variety of meats/cheeses/condiments, two open bars for the 

outside to keep the evening’s chill at bay, one of which was 
a bourbon & cigar area, professional photographer taking 
pics throughout the evening, etc.). To my eyes – and those 
of many others – they spared no expense on the occasion. I 
took several pics, some of which I’ve attached to give an idea 
of how everything looked.

S

A FREE Club membership and FREE subscription the 
The Star®! Buy a 1, 2, or a 3-year MBCA Gift Mem-
bership for someone you know. For every membership 
you purchase, You will receive one month of member-

at 800.637.2360

I wonder if the Section has
ever done...... 

by
Doug Geganto

ave you ever wondered if the club has been to one 
of your favorite places or ever had a rallye to an

interesting location in Georgia that you’d like to see?  If so, 
you might want to consider planning and organizing an event 
around someplace or something you’ve always wanted to see 
or do.  Worried that you might not be up to planning an event?  
Don’t panic we’ll help you make your idea come to fruition.
If you have an idea for an event write down your thoughts, 
ideas, date and an outline of your event and send it to Vice 
President JoAnne Taylor jstaylr@windstream.net.  She’ll re-
view your idea, check the availability of your date and if the 
date is available pass it on to one of the section’s experienced 
event planners who will help you to organize, plan, advertise 
and wrap up your event.
Trust me, I know from experience that many of our best 
events have been planned by members who had an idea or 
desire to visit someplace in Georgia. So, don’t just sit back 
and wonder, make your event happen.  

H
KB Pearce's 1955 300SL "The Best or Nothing"
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RBM Alpharetta continued from page 15

It was a long evening for those of us that brought cars for 
display, particularly since we had to be there before 5:00 p.m. 
and the evening didn’t get underway until 7:00 p.m. and con-
cluded at 10:00 p.m. But it was also a very elegant evening 
without the need for black tie…a few of the men wore coat & 
tie, others coat with open shirt, and many wore sweaters over 
shirt with dress or casual slacks…David Ellis was dressed in 
casual M-B wear. The ladies, of course, were more dressed 
for an evening out, as the occasion lent itself to show their 

It’s always a good thing when our club can respond and help 
one of our dealers when they have a need to display a few 
classic Mercedes at a very special event.  

Did You Know...?
by

Doug Geganto

hat if your Mercedes-Benz is over 25 years old and 
in relativity original condition that you can apply for

This award is for cars 25 years old or older that are largely 
original and have been unrestored since new. It is intended 
for driver- quality cars that have withstood the ravages of 
time, climate and daily driving. It is not intended for “Trailer 
Queens”-for those we have a Show Class- nor is it intended 

have not been on the road for several years.

-
playing a photo and pertinent data, suitable for framing. It can 

T

also add to the provenance of your car whenever one intends 

have treated their pride and joy gently over the years and 
have resisted the temptation to restore. As the saying goes," 
they are only original once" and as we all know, you cannot 
restore originality!
Here’s how it works. Your eligible Mercedes-Benz must be 
entered in a MBCA sanctioned sectional, regional or nation-
al concours. At this writing, to be eligible the vehicle must 
have been produced in 1992 or earlier. It should be in good 
working order, driven under its own power to the event and 
be largely original. Your eligible car should have an original 
engine and drivetrain. There can be partial refurbishments 
of various components, but no complete restorations can be 
accepted.
Each year the Peachtree Section, in conjunction with our 
Concours d’Elegance, includes a Silver Star Preservation 
Class in which our members can enter their cars. At the event 
each Silver Star entrant will be given a Silver Star Preser-

complete it. 
The cars are self-judged by the entrant following the form. 
On the form, the owner informs the judges which aspects 
of the car are entirely original and which aspects have been 
altered over time. A Preservation Class Judge, assigned by 
the Concours Chef Judge reviews the completed form with 
the entrant, evaluating each aspect of the car. If the car has 

A digital photo of the entrant’s car in JPEG format is taken 

the photo is forwarded to the MBCA National Business Of-

the standards of the Silver Star Preservation Class. The own-
er may also purchase a specially designed grille badge from 
the NBO.
We encourage our members to consider entering your classic 

this coming September.
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Peachtree Section, MBCA 
and Board of Directors

and Leadership Support Members
Stars in Georgia is the newsletter of the Peachtree Section, 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc.
Peachtree Section Newsletter Editor:
Doug Geganto, (Past President), dgeganto@charter.net  
President:
Diana Quinn, e-mail dianaquinn@me.com
Vice-President:
JoAnne Taylor, e-mail jstaylr@windstream.net
Secretary:
Dick Browne, e-mail dickatl@bellsouth.net 
Treasurer:
Teri Bierman, e-mail yellowrose47@bellsouth.net
Immediate Past President:
JoAnne Taylor, e-mail jstaylr@windstream.net

Directors:
Craig Bierman, e-mail rcbierman@gmail.com
Joe Martin, e-mail joe@dancingpines.org
Ernest Smallman, III (Past President),
e-mail ernest.smallman3@gmail.com
Daryl Williams (Past President),
e-mail dwilli3038@aol.com 
Harold Wilson (Past President),
e-mail wilson_harold@live.com

Advertising Director:
Roger McKissick (Past President),
e-mail ram1942@bellsouth.net

Membership Director:
Bob Best, e-mail bb2726@att.com

Social Media Director: Dave Richards, e-mail 
daverichards000@gmail.com

Webmaster:
Diana Quinn, e-mail dianaquinn@me.com

TERMS OF PARTICIPATION
This agreement pertains to driving events of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc (MBCA) in which I desire to 

permitting me to participate in or observe driving events, which may consist of time trials, autocross, acceleration runs, 
defensive driving, road rally and/or tours or to attend the event as a spectator or visitor, I knowingly and voluntarily agree 
as follows: 
1.  I CERTIFY, UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that if I am driving, a passenger or otherwise participating in the events: 
   a.  The vehicle I am driving or in which I am a passenger in the events is insured with at least

    the entire duration of the events 
  b.  Any participant violating the competition and event rules may be expelled from the event and    

    forfeit all competition privileges. 
2.  I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that excessive consumption of alcohol or possession or consumption of illegal drugs 

is strictly prohibited.
3.  I HEREBY GRANT TO MBCA and the event organizer the irrevocable and unrestricted right to use and publish 

photographs and video images of me, or in which I may appear, for editorial, trade, advertising and any other bona 

videographer from all claims and liability relating thereto.
4.  MBCA cannot be held liable for cancellation, delays or other lack of performance with respect to the event under any 

“force majeure” circumstances (including, but not limited to, wars, riots, insurrection, terrorism, acts of god, strikes 
or labor stoppages). 

5.  I authorize and consent to treatment, hospitalization and other care rendered to me in the event of my illness, injury 
or other emergent circumstances that may occur while participating in the event and assume full responsibility to 
pay for all costs and expenses for any such treatment, hospitalization and care (therefore agreeing to hold harmless 
and indemnify MBCA and the event organizers therefore). 

HAVING READ THIS TERMS OF PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT, I HEREBY BIND MYSELF AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES, HEIRS AND NEXT OF KIN BY THIS AGREEMENT.
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THE  PEACH PAGE

Registration for MBCA Peachtree Events are subject to “Terms of Participation” (see page 17)

PREPPING YOUR CAR FOR SALE & UNDERSTANDING CAR BROKERAGE  - SAT., APRIL 7, 2018
Motorcar Studio, 1164 Zonolite Place, Atlanta, GA 303066

Name(s) of Member(s) Attending: __________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of Guests(s) Attending ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________  ______

 __________________________ E-mail:  _____________________________________Membership #:  ___________

Number of Attendees _____________ x $8.00/pp  = $______________

Registration Deadline: Wednesday, March 28 Note: 
Roger McKissick, 

CHARLESTON SPRING FLING WEEKEND -  APRIL 20-22, 2018
Hampton Inn Charleston/Mt. Pleasant-Patriots Point, 255 Sessions Way, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

Name(s) of Member(s) Attending: __________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of Guests(s) Attending ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________  ______

 __________________________ E-mail:  _____________________________________Membership #:  ___________

                    Number of Attendees _____________ x $10.00/pp  = $______________

Group Tour Number of Attendees _____________ x $50.00/pp  = $______________

Registration Deadline: March 21 Note: 
registration form to: Doug Geganto. 

TOTAL PAID $ ______________

http://msreg.com/Charleston-Weekend
http://msreg.com/motorcar-studio-event
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THE  PEACH PAGE

Name badges are available from the MBCA Club Store in three 
types of backing (magnetic, safety pin, or tie tack) and can be 
ordered in blue, silver or gold. Costs range from $10.00 for two 
lines to $11.00 for three lines (25 characters maximum p/line),  and 
includes mailing costs. You may order by completing & mailing 
this order sheet (see address below), or you may order through 
the MBCA website by going to www.mbca.org and choose Club 

/ Section Events from the next window, scroll down to the desired 
name badge and make your selection.
  
Please send ______ name badge(s).

Specify type of backing:  ______ Magnetic     ______ Safety Pin     

_____Tie Tack

Specify color:  ____ Blue   ____ Silver   ____ Gold

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

Please mail to: 

Name: ___________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________

MBCA NAME BADGES

Enclose appropriate dollar amount and mail with this 
application to:

MBCA
1907 Lelarary Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80909

MBCA Membership Application
Please print clearly

________________________________________________________
Full name

________________________________________________________
Associate member (spouse or dependent)

________________________________________________________
Address

________________________________________________________
City State Zip

( _______ )  _________________  ( _______)  _________________
Home phone Business phone

________________________________________________________
E-Mail address

________________________________________________________
Occupation

________________________________________________________
Mercedes-Benz cars now owned (model/year, list additional cars else-
where)

New Member or  L Renewing Member (check one)

If renewing, member number: ________________________________

Interests: please check
driving events car shows social events
car care technical The Star

Enroll me as a member for (check one):

U.S.:
1 year ($55) 2 years ($107) 3 years ($157)

Make check payable to MBCA (U.S. funds only); Visa or
Mastercard also accepted.

International (including Canada):
1 year ($65) 2 years ($127) 3 years ($187)

Canadians and overseas: Visa, Mastercard, American Ex-
press,  Discover,  in ternat ional  money orders,  or  checks  
payable in U.S. funds.

________________________________________________________
Applicant’s signature Date

________________________________________________________
Applicant’s section preference (see list in magazine)

________________________________________________________
Sponsor’s signature and member number (optional)

Membership dues include six issues of The Star magazine
yearly. If using a credit card, please complete the following:

Visa Mastercard Am. Express Discover

__________________________________________________   _______________
Account number Expiration Date

www.mbca.org or 800-637-2360
MBCA, 1907 Lelaray St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909-2872
719/633-6427, Monday-Friday, 8 AM to 5 PM Mountain Time



MBCA - Peachtree Section
442 Chowning PL NW
Marietta, GA  30064




